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rapidity of my first rattle soon subsided into a continuous
flow of easy nonsense. Impertinent and flippant, I was
universally hailed an original and a wit. But the most
remarkable incident was, that the Baroness and myself
became the greatest friends. I was her constant attendant
and rehearsed to her flattered ear all my evening perform-
ance. She was the person with whom I practised, and as
she had a taste in dress I encouraged her opinions. Un-
conscious that she was at once my lay figure and my mirror,
she loaded me with presents, and announced to all her
coterie that I was the most delightful yonng man of her
acquaintance.

From all this it may easily be suspected that at the age
of fifteen I had unexpectedly become one of the most
affected, conceited, and intolerable atoms that ever peopled
the sunbeam of society.

A few days before I quitted home for the university, I
paid a farewell visit to Winter, who was himself on the
point of returning to Rome.

'Well, my dear Chevalier,' I said, seizing his hand, and
speaking in a voice of affected interest, ' I could not think
of leaving town without seeing you. I am off to-morrow,
and you; you, too, are going. But what a difference; a
Gothic university and immortal Rome! Pity me, my dear
Chevalier,' and I shrugged my shoulders.

* Oh! yes, certainly; I think you are to be pitied.'

* And how does the great work go on ?    Your name is
everywhere.    I assure you, Prince Besborodko was speaking
to me last night of nothing else/   By-the-bye, shall you be
at the Opera to-night ? '

*1 do not know.*

4 Oh! you must go. I am sorry I have not a box to
offer you. But the Baroness's, T am sure, is always at your

service.'

*

* You are vastly kind/